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Flanders by Philip Augustus ended in disgraceful dis-
comfiture.

If the dastardly mind of John was insensible to the
shame of having degraded his kingdom into a fief of
Rome, he might enjoy an ignominious triumph in the
result of Philip's campaign. From himself he had
averted all immediate danger; he had arrested the
French invasion of England, and the menaced revolt of
his barons; he had humbled his implacable enemy by
his successes in Flanders. He had secured an ally,
faithful to him in all his subsequent tyrannies, humi-
liations, and disasters. The vassal of the Koman See
found a constant, if less powerful protector, in his lord
the Pontiff of Rome. As elate in transient success as
cowardly in disaster, John determined to resume the
aggressive; to invade his ancient dominions in Poitou.
But he was still under excommunication (Pandulph had
prudently reserved the absolution till John had fulfilled
the terms of the treaty by the reception of the exiled
prelates). The barons refused to follow the banner of
the kingdom, raised by an excommunicated monarch,
juiy 20,1213. John was compelled to fulfil his agreement to
ret'suay/ the utmost; to drink the dregs of humiliation.
The exiled prelates, Stephen of Canterbury, William of
London, Eustace of Ely, Hubert of Lincoln, Giles of
Hereford, landed at Dover; they proceeded to Win-
chester:1* there they were met before the gates by
John; he fell at their feet and shed tears. The prelates
raised him up, mingling, it is said, their tears with his;
they conducted him into the church; they pronounced
the absolution. King John swore on the Gospels to
defend the Church and the priesthood; he swore also to

* Wendover, P. 260,